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Plenary Session  

RUSSIA BETWEEN EUROPE AND ASIA: NEW REGIONAL POLICY UNDER 

CONTEMPORARY CONDITIONS 

 
 

Statement by Prime Minister of the Russian Federation Dmitry Medvedev 

 

Roundtable Meeting 

BOOSTING GOVERNMENT EFFECTIVENESS: THE TOOLS IN PLACE, RESULTS 

PENDING 

 

In the modern world building an effective executive branch fit to make decisions on economic 

modernisation and fight corruption is a primary condition for Russia's development. Steps have been 

taken in the last few years to enhance transparency and effectiveness of government agencies, including 

by setting up public councils, adopting government transparency and investment appeal standards, etc. 

Yet those steps have yielded quite controversial results. How effective are the measures and have they 

produced a noticeable effect? How can the government be made really effective?  

 

Roundtable Meeting 

PENSION SYSTEM: WHO BENEFITS? 

 

Last December, the long-term pension dispute was brought to a close de jure. The authors of the reform 

maintain that the new pension formula affords control over pension contributions, streamlines government 

control over budget performance and provides a clear and transparent pension accrual mechanism.  

The new rules governing pension rights and pension accruals will come into effect in 2015. Yet a number 

of major issues are still arousing heated debate among experts. What should be decided about the funded 

pension component? What should be done to motivate the middle class to take part in the pension system? 

Are non-governmental pension funds able to adapt to the new conditions? Will people find the new 

pension system easier to understand and has public confidence in ‘yet more reforms’ already been 

exhausted? 

 

Panel Discussion 

OMBUDSMAN'S AGENDA: DISCUSSING THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PRESIDENTIAL 

COMMISSIONER FOR ENTREPRENEURS’ RIGHTS  

Panel Discussion 

ECONOMIC MASTER PLAN FOR FAR EAST DEVELOPMENT. INFRASTRUCTURE AND 

INVESTMENT PROJECTS 

 

The Far East is clearly a top priority in Russia’s regional development. In the last few years an 

institutional basis has been laid at the macro-regional level, a special ministry having been set up for the 

purpose, investment and territorial development tools put in place, and the regulatory framework brought 

up to date. The scale of the tasks is truly unprecedented. How can be achieved the strategic regional 

development objectives? What milestones must include a master plan for development of the Far East? 

How can be guaranteed maximum efficiency of budget allocations in the region?  
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Workshop 

NEW FAST-TRACK DEVELOPMENT TERRITORIES: MODELS FOR THE FAR EAST, 

CRIMEA AND THE KALININGRAD REGION  

 

In 2014, new government priorities regarding exploration and development of Russian territories have 

been outlined. All regions with a complicated geo-economic landscape, Crimea, the Far East and 

Kaliningrad have emerged as Russia’s enclaves in a new multipolar global economy. How can 

infrastructural consistency and sustainable development be ensured for these outlying regions? What is 

the effective range of the new instrument “fast-track development territories?”  

 

Briefing 

NORTH CAUCASUS DEVELOPMENT: DOES THE NEW MANAGEMENT SYSTEM MEAN 

NEW OPPORTUNITIES? 

 

The North Caucasus is a territory requiring a comprehensive approach to ensure sustained economic 

development, investment appeal and security. In 2014, new instruments and institutions have been 

established to ensure social and economic development in the regions, coupled with management 

reshuffles.  

What are the development benchmarks and priorities for the region? What special characteristics do the 

economic development instruments applied in the region have? What can investors look forward to? 

 

 

Briefing Presentation 

PREPARATIONS FOR 2018 FIFA WORLD CUP HOST CITIES: STADIUMS, AND WHAT 

ELSE? 

 

According to the best international practices, any major global-scale sports event lends a powerful 

development impetus to the host region. To prepare cities for receiving huge numbers of visitors to the 

tournament calls not only for a sports infrastructure to be put in place, but also for the transport, utility 

infrastructure, hospitality and other services to be developed.  

Will the 2018 FIFA World Cup substantially drive development of the service economy and hospitality 

industry in the host cities or will it drag the economy down as deadweight? Is the upgrading of the 

transport, utility and hospitality infrastructure receiving enough attention? 
 

Master Class 

PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS IN THE ABSENCE OF A FEDERAL LAW: BEST 

PRACTICES, MAIN ISSUES, SHORT-TERM OUTLOOK 

 

The State Duma has been considering the draft federal law on public-private partnerships for two years. In 

the meantime, certain best practices of implementing such projects have developed, but yet there are still 

many problems and barriers preventing public-private partnership mechanisms from being implemented 

in various public infrastructure spheres.  

The master class will define the role of the federal law on public-private partnerships and forecast its 

influence on development of the market. There will also be discussed the best practices and solutions for 

developing regional institutional environments, create conditions attractive to private capital and 

implement PPP projects.  

Model measures for implementing the solutions addressed will be applied for thrashing out a single policy 

and establishing a transparent PPP project management system.  
 

Panel Discussion 

HANDLE WITH CARE: MADE IN RUSSIA. BRAND IMAGE 
 

In the Anholt-GfK Roper Nation Brands Index, the top 50 ranking of national images in the world, Russia 
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came in 25
th

 place in 2013. Russia is, in fact, the only G8 member without a national brand development 

strategy or brand marketing and consulting support. With the accession to the WTO, smart promotion of 

national producers has become a particularly important issue. Meanwhile, some Russian corporations 

have already established their brands globally. During the panel discussion, heads of Russian companies 

will share their experience of avoiding critical mistakes and their vision of how to promote a stronger 

national brand. 

Towards the end of 2014, the official Made in Russia sign will be introduced for Russia-made products. 

Will a recognizable quality marker help to improve the ratings of Russian products globally and 

domestically? How can forgery be avoided and the highest possible credibility of expert assessments be 

guaranteed? What can and must business do to win a worthy place for its products on the international 

commodity market? What public-private partnership formats are possible in the branding sphere? 

 

Roundtable Meeting 

INCREASING THE EFFICIENCY OF STATE MONOPOLIES AS AN ADDITIONAL 

INTERNAL GROWTH POTENTIAL 

 

Russia's economic growth rate has slid down to almost zero following a decade of 3–6% annual increases. 

In a negative economic climate, sector-specific development and expanding production capacity can no 

longer produce a desired effect. In this situation, greater efficiency of state monopolies is viewed as a 

considerable economic growth potential. 

What incentives are required for state monopolies to enhance their operational efficiency? How can be 

forecast the long-term effects of the proposed reforms on the national economy? 

  

Check-up  

PERFORMANCE MANAGEMENT OF GOVERNMENT SUPPORT PROGRAMMES FOR THE 

RUSSIAN AUTOMOTIVE INDUSTRY 
 

Most of the world's major economies boast powerful national automotive industries and national car 

brands. Russia's car industry model draws on technology imports and upgrades of the Soviet legacy. 

Government support programmes, from subsidised loans to auto recycling programmes to direct subsidies 

to carmakers, have been the main driver of the industry's development in the past decade. Will this kind of 

support work for the industry in the long term? 

How can the government encourage investment, including in further development of automotive 

component production? 

How can the Russian automotive industry maintain its positions on the global market? 

  

Roundtable Meeting  

ENERGY CONSERVATION AND EFFICIENCY: INVESTMENT PROMOTION TOOLS 

 

The potential effect from energy conservation and enhanced energy efficiency at Russian industrial 

enterprises and in the utilities sector is comparable with that from domestic growth in primary energy 

production. Once deployed, energy efficient and energy saving technologies will foster innovative 

development and increase the competitive edge of Russian companies. 

How can be encouraged investment in energy saving and enhancing energy efficiency? How is the 

relevant government-run programme being implemented and does it meet the needs of the business 

community? What instruments attract investors? 
  

Roundtable Meeting  

IMPORT SUBSTITUTION AND INDUSTRIAL MODERNISATION STRAGEGY: 

SUPPORTING PRODUCERS AND PROMOTING PRODUCTS 

 

The national economic strategy and policy aimed at phasing out imports is part of Russia's overall 

economic modernisation plan and efforts to reduce its dependence on natural resources. To boost the 
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competitiveness of national products a set of measures is required, from incentives to major local 

producers to upgrade their technology, to a flexible system of support for certain product categories. Can 

an import substitution strategy have a pronounced effect on the country’s trade balance? What can be 

done to encourage quality improvements in national products and drive up domestic demand? 

 

Business Lunch 

THE BANKING SYSTEM AMID POLITICAL TENSIONS. WHERE TO RAISE FUNDS? 

 

Heightened global political competitiveness drives the development of a set of global economic tools for 

exerting economic influence. Global rating agencies have been downgrading Russian companies, while 

economic sanctions are cutting off western investment. Higher risks are pushing Russian companies to 

seek new sources of funds elsewhere in Asia and Arab states. Where should Russian banks look to raise 

funds, with whom and on what terms should they cooperate in the new environment? 

  

Roundtable Meeting 

RUSSIAN STOCK MARKET: BUY WE SHOULD NOT SELL 

 

The prospect of slowing growth and the political unrest in Ukraine have brought about considerable 

fluctuations of the Russian stock market and credit-rating downgrades. A number of foreign investors 

have cut back on Russian assets in their portfolios. On the upside, short-term growth is driven by the fact 

that the forecast worst-case scenarios did not materialise. Confidence in Russian stocks must be restored, 

this only being possible as a result of long-term growth drivers. 

How do Russian stocks respond to geopolitical turbulence? How profitable can Russian shares be as an 

investment target? What could be done to maintain and develop Russia’s stock market as a source of 

revenues for the economy? What are the optimal strategies for investors and issuers in high-risk groups? 

  

Roundtable Meeting 

ASIAN MANOEUVRE: COOPERATION AREAS, PROSPECTS AND RISKS 

 

An event held in cooperation with a key Asian forum 

 

The recent alterations on the world's geopolitical map involve a number of systemic changes, primarily in 

Russia's foreign economic ties. The sanctions announced by western countries have induced a shift of 

focus towards partners and investors in Asia and the Middle East.  

What are the most promising areas of cooperation at the moment? 

How attractive are Russian projects for Asian investors? 

  

Workshop 

ECONOMIC CONSEQUENCES OF THE SANCTIONS SWAP: BREAKDOWN BY INDUSTRY 

 

In 2014, Russia's integration into the global economic space was stalled by the strain of political 

restrictions and adjustments. Russia is currently looking to strike a new balance between its economic 

independence and involvement in global processes, geopolitical focus on the West and the East, its 

national and business interests.  

Summing up the results of the first two months of operating under formal and informal sanctions, the 

current situation must be analysed and specific measures developed for neutralising the influence of 

political turbulence on Russian business development. What changes in the strategic landscape can be 

seen in the key economic sectors? What additional steps should take the government to support the 

economy? What aspects of business strategies need adjusting? What tasks face foreign partners interested 

in cooperation? 
  

Special Guest Lecture 
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20 September 2014 
 

Plenary Session 

INVESTMENT CLIMATE IN THE REGIONS: HOW TO ENSURE THE DEVELOPMENT 

POLICY WITH LIMITED RESOURCES 

 

Statement by Prime Minister of the Russian Federation Dmitry Medvedev 

 

Awards ceremony of the Alexander Pochinok prize for the best regional development project 

 

Panel Discussion 

PUBLIC SPENDING: TRANSPARENCY AND EFFICIENCY  

 

The need to ensure social, economic and territorial development against the backdrop of an unstable 

global economy and budget deficit demands that very serious attention be paid to enhancing the efficiency 

of government spending and procurement. How can be increased the benefits from those two? 

Can public spending encourage local economic activity and business development? Public awareness on 

national finance: what does it offer and should such an interest be fostered? 

  

Roundtable Meeting 

LABOUR MARKET AND EDUCATION: TWO PARALLEL WORLDS? 

 

Despite the large number of annual graduates from Russia's colleges and universities, the skills deficit still 

remains a serious issue. 

The education system is unable to meet the demand for qualified human resources in the national 

economy and major industrial companies are forced to run corporate university courses to train specialists 

in the skills required. The professional education system is inadequate, with very few engineering 

graduates actually being fit to fill a good job vacancy.  

What measures should be taken to update the education system so that it might actually meet the relevant 

economic demands of the regions? How can an efficient vocational education system be restored in 

Russia? 

 

Workshop 

NATIONAL ENTREPRENERIAL INITIATIVE: IS IT GETTING EASIER TO RUN A 

BUSINESS? 

 

The regulatory framework necessary for implementing the roadmaps adopted by the Russian government 

is to have been drafted and approved at the state level by the end of 2014.  

Do the executive authorities have enough time to consider carefully all the amendments required? What 

results of measures for improving the business environment have been observed in 2014? Does the 

infrastructure for conducting business meet the demands of small and medium-sized companies? What 

challenges need to be addressed at the close of 2014 and in 2015? 

 

Master Class 

REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT THROUGH BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT 

 

Best practices of stimulating business activity as a resource for regional development. Support for small 

and medium-sized companies, Internet startups, high-tech and innovative projects at the municipal level: 

Russian and international experience. 

 

Panel Discussion 

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT IN THE REGIONS: MEETING COMMITMENTS AND QUALITY 

TARGETS 
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In the last few years, regional responsibility for social development of their territories has increased. 

Improved welfare creates a demand for higher quality social services and infrastructure. Regional 

authorities have been increasingly struggling to address the social challenges in the context of budget 

deficits. Nevertheless, regional social development management practices boast quite a few success 

stories. How can all social commitments be met while ensuring progress as a public service? 

 

Business Lunch  

SOCHI: 10 YEARS ON 

 

Stadiums in Sarajevo, Athens and even Beijing have been abandoned. Many Olympic venues of the past 

are now derelict and attract only photographers. What was the miscalculation? 

For both the Russian national team and the organisers, the Sochi Winter Olympics were a triumph. Yet we 

are now facing a task requiring no less effort or resources: maximising the legacy of this mega project.  

The generous Olympic legacy includes a developed, global standard infrastructure, new 'green 

construction' standards, safe environment projects, service facilities and, most importantly, a great number 

of sports venues. Yet will it be possible to use the former Olympic facilities without costly conversion? 

What mechanisms can be used for profitable PPP projects? How can investors be attracted and the 

objective of positioning Sochi as a year-round mountain resort be achieved? 

  

Briefing Presentation 

MOSCOW-KAZAN HIGH-SPEED RAIL PROJECT: FROM PLANS TO IMPLEMENTATION 

 

The event will feature a presentation of the first high-speed rail project in Russia. In late January 2014, the 

revised model investment memorandum worth RUB 1 trln was submitted to the government and a 

roadshow held in March excited the confirmed interest of a number of foreign investors. The high-speed 

rail project has been made part of Russia's territorial planning scheme.  

What does the project's roadmap going forward look like? What tax rebates can be obtained? Does the 

project model take into account criticisms regarding its economic viability and expedience voiced by 

experts? 
 

Roundtable Meeting 

PRIVATE INVESTMENT IN SECURITY: MARKET OUTLOOK FOR THE SECTOR 

 

Check-up 

IT-INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENT: RUSSIA'S ROLE IN THE IT-INDUSTRY IN 2020. CHECK-

UP OF THE FIRST RESULTS OF ROADMAP IMPLEMENTATION 
 

The roadmap covers the development of training and career enhancement system in the IT-sector, 

promotion of IT-research and designs, infrastructure development and improvement of institutional 

conditions. 

 

Panel Discussion 

ECONOMIC INCENTIVES TO PRIMARY INDUSTRY 

 

In the current context, efficient use of Russia's rich natural resource potential is the basic condition for the 

country’s economic welfare. Many promising deposits still lack a reliable investor, while the plans to put 

in place a backbone infrastructure for developing the reserves have taken too long to implement, and the 

overall degree of geological exploration of the country’s territory has remained exceedingly low. What 

economic incentives can be applied to revive the investment in subsoil resource management? Will 

introduction of excess profits tax help tip the scales? 

 

Master Class 
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BEST PRACTICES OF CREATING HIGH QUALITY TOURIST PRODUCTS 
 

Despite the vast tourism potential of its natural, cultural and historical resources, Russia's competitive 

ability as a tourist attraction has been a disaster in most other respects. The tourist products on offer can 

hardly attract a substantial number of foreign guests to the country, while national holiday-makers only go 

for domestic tourism out of necessity. As a result, tourist service imports are almost 10 times above 

exports. 

The struggle for higher quality tourist services has proven a challenge and many years of efforts in the 

sphere have yielded controversial results. What prevents Russia's regions from taking what seem to be 

logical steps to create competitive modern resort brands? How have some projects managed to achieve 

that aim? 

At the master class Russia's travel industry leaders will share their success stories and discuss the outlook 

for further development. 

 

 

Check-up 

INVESTOR CHECK-UP ON GOVERNMENT SUPPORT INSTRUMENTS FOR 

AGRICULTURE 

 

Russia's agribusiness has been fraught with considerable risks for both entrepreneurs and investors. 

Without some form of government support individual farmers cannot compete on the global market, 

maintain a high quality product, and, simultaneously, remain economically viable. Significant budget 

allocations are being earmarked annually for supporting the agroindustry but there are still many 

outstanding problems.  

How efficiently does the government manage investment processes in agriculture? Are business services 

in the agricultural sector becoming any more reasonably priced and is there really a demand for them 

among the business community? 
  

Master Class 

ATTRACTING INVESTMENT TO REGIONAL COMPLEX HOUSING CONSTRUCTION 

PROJECTS  

 

Panel Discussion 

WORKFORCE MOBILITY: REGIONS IN GLOBAL COMPETITION FOR QUALITY 

PERSONNEL 

 

On their path towards economic welfare regional employers are in dire need of highly skilled workers, 

thus drawing them into a tough competitive struggle on the global labour market. High living standards 

and a favourable working environment are the key competitive advantages in the struggle for skilled 

workers.  

What additional measures could be taken to turn the 'brain drain' into a 'brain gain' for Russia by enticing 

specialists and talent from among former Russian citizens to return to the country? 

How can better intra-national mobility be achieved and how can opportunities for economic growth be 

opened up for the regions by attracting high quality manpower considering the unequal living standards 

across the regions? 

  

Roundtable Meeting 

WHERE IS EURASEC GOING: COMPETITION BETWEEN JURISDICTIONS OR 

COORDINATION OF CONDITIONS? 

 

The intensifying integration between EurAsEC member states involves creation of a fully operational 

Common Economic Space and the Customs Union. The Common Economic Space means that, for a large 

number of industries, business becomes national for all three countries. Competition between jurisdictions 

suggests that not only business entities but also government structures will be competing.  
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Will it become a popular trend for Russian companies to register in Kazakhstan, which is traditionally 

ranked higher on the Ease of doing business index? How concerted will the economic policies of the 

member states be? What is the proposed depth of integration and are we facing the prospect of a single 

currency? 


